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TREASURER PAWLITZA: Now, moving on, there
are a few -- can I remind everyone who is on the phone --
hello, is there anyone on the phone? We're getting
feedback. Could you please star 6 to mute if you're not
speaking, because otherwise we hear absolutely everything
that's happening in the room in which you're calling from.

There are a few things I would like to
mention this morning in the Treasurer's remarks. I would
like to take a moment this morning to speak about paralegal
scope of practice.

You will recall that at the Law Society's
Annual General Meeting in 2010, we committed to review the
scope of practice of paralegals and since then we have
considered how to approach the review and the steps that
might be involved in that review.

As the regulator, the Law Society must ensure
that our lawyers and paralegals are well trained and fully
capable of serving the needs of their clients. As clients'
needs change, our mandate requires that we address the
growing variety of legal needs in a creative and accessible

way. In doing so, the Law Society's obliged to consider how
we can assist the people of Ontario in finding the legal
services they require from qualified legal professionals,
which includes lawyers and paralegals.

Subsection 4.2(5) of the Law Society Act
specifically refers to our need to set standards of learning
and that restrictions on who may provide particular legal
services ought to be proportionate to the significance of
the regulatory objectives we are seeking to realize. Of
course, our primary goal is to ensure that competent ethical
and accessible legal services are available to the people of
Ontario.

TREASURER PAWLITZA: As we consider the
expansion of the scope of paralegal practices to address the
evolving needs of Ontarians, as would be the case in any
expansion in the provision of legal services, we must
carefully consider the issues of training, of entry level
competence, and accreditation.

So to begin the analysis of need, required
competencies and the training necessary to meet the
competencies, we must have a starting point. Now, any

discussion of a starting point is, by its very nature,
arbitrary and it may be controversial. Nevertheless, we
need to choose a specific starting point in order to move
forward with the analysis.

The legal practice activities identified in
the 2000 report, A Framework for Regulating Paralegal
Practice in Ontario, are reasonable areas for examination.
Significant work is necessary to complete an initial
assessment of need and then to determine the knowledge,
skills, and abilities that would be required to provide
those services competently.

I want to stress that by using these
activities as the starting point, we are not predetermining
any part of the analysis. Once this work is completed, it
will be reviewed by Convocation's committees and brought to
Convocation for consideration, likely in the fall of 2011.
Following consideration by Convocation, it's expected that a
framework will then be established for a broader
consultation with paralegals, with lawyers, the courts, and
with others concerned with the provision of legal services.






